RULES 


AND 


ADVI C ES 
Tothe Clergy 


OF IHE.. 


DIOCESSE 


O F: : 


DOWN "and CONNER; 


For their Deportment i in their Perſonal 
and Publick Capacities. 


=————— 


[Given by Jer. Taylor,Biſhop of rhar Diocels, at the 
| Vilitationat.. LISNEGARVET. 


"Jha ie ſecond Edition. 


LONDON: 
Printed by F. J. for Richard Royſten, Bookſeller to the 
Kings moſt Excellent Majeſty, 1663. 


—_——_ 


Rules and Advices m the Clergy. 


[. 


Perſonal Duty. | 
II. 
Of Prudence required in Minifters. 
III. ; 


The Rules and Meaſures of Government to be uſed 
by Miniſters, in their reſpefive Cures. 
IV. 
Rules and Advices concerning Preaching. 
V. 


_ and Advices concerning Catechiſme. 


VI. þ 

Rules and Albin concerning the Viſitation ft the | 
Sick. 
VII. 


Of miniſtring the Sacraments, publick Prayers, and | 
- other Urges of Mo miſters. _ | ; 


(l, iy '4a” 
« ' P 
/ 4 q 
ſ AA 
; Fi | 3 ww } / 
= = = 4 [LS ! 

”y Nas & 


Rules and Advices OY the CLERGY. 


I. Perſonall Duty. | 
— that it is your great du- 
ty, and tied on you by many Ob- 
ligations, that you be exemplar 


fol 


= ro your Flocks : : leſt it be ſaid un- 


ro you,Why takeſt thou my Law into thy mour h, ſee- 


img thou hateſt to be reformed thereby? He thar 
livesan jdle life may preach with Truth and 
Reaſon, or as did the Phariſees; but not as 
Chriſt, or as one having Authority. 

Every Miniſter in taking accounts of his life, 
muſt judge of his Duty by more ſtrict and ſe- 
verer meaſures,than he does of his People;and 
he that ties heavy burthens upon others,oughrt 
himſelf to carry the heavieſt end : and many 


. _ 


WF, Az SN things 


in your lives,and be Patterns and 


[T. 


; HI. 


IV. 


VI. 


(2) 


things may belawful in them, which he muſt | 


not ſuffer in himſelf. 


Let every Miniſter endeavour to be learn- 


ed in all ſpiritual wiſdome, and skilful in the 
things of God; for he will ill teach others the 
way ofgodlineſs, perfe&ly, that is himſelf a 
babeand uninſtructed. An ignorant Mini- 
ſter is an head wichout an eye; and an evil 
Miniſter is ſalt that hath no ſavour. 

Every Miniſter, above all things, mult be 
carefull that he be not-a ſervant of palsion, 
whether of anger or deſire. For he that 1s nor 


a maſter of his paſsions will alwayes be ulſe- 


leſs, and quickly will become contemptible 
and cheap in the eyes of his Pariſh. | 

Letno Miniſter be litigious in any thing; 
not greedy or covetous; not inſiſting upon 
litcle things, or quarrelling for, or exacting of 
every minute portion of his dues; but boun- 
tifulandeaſte; remitting of his right, when 
ro do ſo may be uſeful to his people, or when 
the contrary may do miſchief, and cauſe re- 
proach. Be not over-righteous (faith Solomon) 
thatis, not ſevere in demanding, or forcing 
_ thing, though it be indeed his 

ue. 
Let not the nameof the Church be made a 


pretence for perſonal covetouſneſ; ; by fay- 


Ing, 


o tal YM i rinrrc cas”, ns 


(3) 
ing, you are willing to remit many things, 
bur you muſt not wrong the Church : for 
though it be true, that you are not to do pre- 
judice to ſucceſsion, yet many things may be 
forgiven upon jul occaſions, from which the 
Church ſhall receive no:incommodity ; but 
be {ure that there are but few things which 
thou art bound to do in thy perſonal capaci- 
ty, but the ſameallo, and more, thou art ob- 
liged to perform , as thou art a publick per- 
ſon. 

Never:exact the offerings, or cuſtomary 
wages, and ſuchas are allowed by law, in the 
miniſtration of the Sacraments,nor condition 
for them, nor ſecure them before-hand , bur 
firſt doe your office, and miniſter the Sacra- 
ments purely, readily, and for Chrilſts ſake; 
and when that is done, receive what is your | 
due. 

Avoid all pride, as you would flee from 
the molt trighrtul apparition , or the moſt 
cruel enemy; and remember chat you canne- 
ver truly teach humility, or tell what it 1s,un- 
leſs you practiſe it your elves. 

Take no meaſures of Humility, but ſuch 
as are material and tangible; ſuch which con- 
{1ſt not in humble words, and lowly geſtures, 


but what is firſt truly radicated in your 
Souls, 


1 


VII. 


VIIL. 


IX, 


Xl, 


(4) 
Souls, in low opinion of your ſelyes, and i:; 
real preferring others before your ſelves, & in 
ſuch ſignificarions, which can neither deceive 
your ſelves nor others. 

Let every Curarte of Souls ſtrive to under- 
ſtand himſelf beſt; and then to underſtand 
others. Let him ſpare himlelfleaſt; but moſt 
ſeverely judge, cenſure,and condemn himſelf, 
Ifhe be learned, let him ſhew it by wiſe tea- 
ching, and humble manners. It he be nor 
learned, lct him be ſure to get ſo much know- 
ledge as to know that, and {o much humility, 
as notto grow inſolent, and puffed up by his 
Emptineſs. For many will pardon a good 
man chart isleſs learned; but it he be proud, 
no man will forgive him. 


Let every Miniſter be careful to livea life 


as abſtracted from the Aﬀairs ot the world, as 
his neceſsity will permit him; but at no 


hand to be immerg'd and principally im- 


ploy'd in the Afﬀairs of the World: What 
cannot be avoyded, and what is of good re- 
port, and what he is oblig'd to by any perſo- 
nal or collateral Duty, that he may do, but no 
more, Ever remembring the Saying of our 
bleſſed Lord : In the world ye ſhall have trouble , 
but in me ye ſhall have peace: and conſider this 
alſo, which 1s a great Truth ; That every de- 
| gree 


664. 554046 ie UE SEL TY or cr i net) 


14634 554046 GUT SEL 1s 204 


(5) 


gree of loye to the world, is ſo much taken 


trom the Love of God. 

Be no otherwiſe ſollicitous of your Fame 
and Reputation, but by doing your duty well 
and wiſely : in other things refer your ſelfe 


XlI. 


ro God : but if you meet with evil Tongues, | 


be careful that you bear reproaches {weetly 
and temperately. 

Remember that no Miniſter can govern 
his people well, and proſperoully,unle(s him- 
ſelf hath learn'd humbly and cheerfully to 
obey his Superiour. For every Miniſter ſhould 
be like the good Centurion in theGoſpel : 
himſelf is under authority, and he hath peo- 
ple under him. | 

Be ſure in all your Words and Actions to 
preſerve Chriſtian 1mplicity and ingenuity ; 
rodoto others, as you would be done unto 
your ſelf; and never to ſpeak what you doe 
not think. Truſt co Truth, rather than to 
your Memory : for this may fail you, that 
will never. 

Pray muchard very fervently, for all your 
Pariſhioners, and all men that belong to you, 
and all that belong to God; bur eſpecially 
for the Converſion of Souls; and be very zea- 
lous for nothing, but for Gods glory, and the 
ſalvation of the World, and particularly of 
; Journ 


X[IT, 


XIV. 


XV. 


XVI. 


(6) 
your Charges : Ever remembring that you 
are by God appointed, as the Miniſters of 
Prayer, and the Miniſters of good things, ro 
pray for all the World, and to heale all the 
World, as faras you are te, 

Every Miniſter muſt learn and practiſe pa- 


| tience, that by bearing all adverſity meekly, 


XVII. 


XVII. 


and humbly, and cheerfully, and by doing all 
his duty with unwearied induſtry, wich oreat 
courage, conſtancy, and Chriſtian magnani- 
mity,he; may the better aſsilt his people in the 
bearing of their croſſes,and overcoming their 
difficulties. 

He that is holy, let him be holy ſtill, and 
{till more holy, and never think he bath done 
his work, till all be finiſhed by perſeverance, 
and the meaſures of perfection in a holy Lite, 
anda holy Death : but at no hand muſt he 
magnihe himſelf by vain ſeparations from 
others,or deſpiſing them chat are not ſo holy. 


On 


IH. Of P/adenee pda inM miſters. 


rs that Diſcretion is the Miſtrefs 

of all Graces, and Humility is the greateſt 
of all Miracles; and without this, all Graces 
periſh ro a mans ſelf; and without that, all 
Gracesare uſeleſs unto others. 


Ler 


(9). 


 Letno Miniſter be | a = by the opini- NIX, 


on of his People, and deſtroy his duty, by un- 
reaſonable compliance with their humours, 
leſtas the Biſhop of Granata told the Gover- 
nours of Leria and Patti, like filly Animals 
they take burdens upon their backs at the 
pleaſure of rhe mulritude, which they neither 
can retain with Prudence, nor ſhake off with 
Safety. 

Ler not the Reverence of any man cauſe 
you to finagainſt God; but in the matter of 
Souls, being well advis'd, be bold and confi- 
dent; bur abate nothing of the honour of 
God, or the juſt meaſures of your duty, to ſa- 
tisfie the i importunity of any man whatſoever, 
and God will bear you out. 

When you teach your people any part of 
their duty, asin paying their debts, their 
tithes and offerings, ingiving due reverence 
and religious regards, diminiſh nothing of 


2dmonition in theſc particulars, and the like, 


chough they object, That you ſpeak for your 
ſelves,and in your own caſes, For a counſel is 
not the worls but the betrer,if it be profitable 
both to himthat gives, and to him that takes 
it. Onely do it in 1mplicity, and principally 
intend the good of their ſouls. 


oo 


XX1. 


| Intaking accounts of the good Lives of XXII. 


B your 


(8) 


ydur ſelves or others, take your meaſures by 


, the expreſs words of Scripture; and next to 


XX[II. 


XXIV. 


y 


them eſtimate them by their *proportion and 
compliance with the publick meaſures, with 
the Laws of the Nation, Ecceſtaſtical and Ci- 
vil, and by the Rulesof Fame, of publick ho- 
neſty and good Report; and laſt of all by 
their obſervation of the Ordinances. and exte- 
riour parts of Religion. | 

Be not ſatisfied when you have done 
a good work, unleſs you have alſo done ir 
well; and when you have, then be carefull 
that vain-glory, partiality , ſelf-conceit, or 
any other folly or indiſcretion, ſnatch it not 
out of your hand, and cheat you of the re- 
ward. 

Be carefull ſo to order your (elf, chat you 
fall not into tempration and folly in the pre- 
ſence ofany of your Charges ; and eſpecially 
that you fall not into chidings and intempe- 
rate talkings, and ſudden and violent expreſ- 
ſions: Never be a party in_clamours and 
{coldings, leſt your Calling become uleleſle, 


.- and your perſon contemptible : Everremem- 


bring thar if you cheaply and lightly be en- 
gaodin ſuch low uſages with any perſon, 
char perſon is likely to be loſt from all poſsi- 
bility of receiving much good from your Mi- 


niſtry. . I. The 


(9) 


The Rules and Meaſures of Government to 
be uſed by Miniſters in their res 
ſpective Cares. 


JSeno violenceto any man, to bring him XXV.. 


royour opinion; but by the word of 
your proper Miniſtry, by Demonſtrations of 
the Spirit, by rational Diſcourles, by excel- 
lent Examples, conſtrain them to come in : 
and for other things they are to be permitted 
to their own liberty, to the meaſures of the 


Laws, and the conduct of their Governors. 


Suffer no quarrel in your Pariſh, and ipee- XXVi. 


dily ſuppreſs it when it is begun; and though 
all wiſe men will abſtain from interpoſing in 
other mensaffairs, and eſpecially in matters 
of Intereſt, which men lovetoo well, yet it is 
your duty Duty here to interpoſe, by perſwa- 
ding them to friendſhips, reconcilements,mo- 
derate proſecutions of their pretences; and 
by all means you prudently can, to bring 
chem to peaceand brotherly kindneſs. 


Suffer no houſes of Debauchery, of XXY1E. 


Drunkenneſs or Luſt in your Pariſhes; but 
implore the aſsiſtance of Authority for the 
ſuppreſsing of all ſuch meering-places and 
nurſeries of ImPiety: &as for places of publick 

B 2 En- 


XXVIII. 


XXIX. 


XXX. 


(16) 
Entertainment, take care that they obſerve 
che Rules of Chriſtian Piety, and the allowed 
meaſures of Laws. | 

If there beany Papiſts or Sectaries in your 
Pariſhes, negle& not frequently ro confer 
with them in the ſpirit ot meeknels, and by 
the importunity of wiſe Diſcourſes ſeeking to 
gain them. Bur ſtir up no violences againſt 
them; bur leave them (ifthey be incurable) 
to the wiſe and merciful diſpoſition of the 
Laws. 

Receive not the people to doubtful Diſpu- 
tations : and let no names of Sects or diffe- 
ring Religions be kept up amongſt you, to 
the diſturbance of the publick peace and pri- 
vate Charity : "and teach not the people to 
eſtimate their Piety by their diſtance from 
any Opinion, but by cheir Faith in Chriſt, 
their Obedience to God and the Lawes, and 
their love toall Chriſtian people even though 
they be deceived. 

Think no man conſiderable upon the point 
or pretence ofa tender Conſcience, unlels he 
live a good life, and in alt things endeavour to 
approve himſelf void of offence both towards 
God and man : but if hebean humble per- 
fon, modeſt and inquiring, apt to learn and 
dcfirous of information ; if he ſeeks for it in 

Et inn nies Ft et ng 
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44 nn 
all wayes reaſonable and pious, and is' obedi- 
ent to Laws, 'then rake care of him, uſe him 
tenderly, perſwade him meekly, reprovehim 

ently, and deal mercifully with him, cill 

God {hall reveal that alſo unto him, in which 
his unavoidable trouble and his temptation 
lies. 

Mark them that cauſe Diviſions among gy yp 
you, and avoid them : for ſuch perſons are | 
by the Scripture called Scandals inthe abſtract; ,,,,,O 
they are Offenders and Offences too. Bur if e« 71s 9194 
any-man have an Opinion, ler him have it to = —_ 
himſelf, till he can be cur'd of his dilcaſe by "were 
time, and counſel, and gentle uſages. Bur 1f%- 
he ſeparates from the Church, or gathers a 
Congregation, he is proud, and is fallen from 
the communion of Saints, and the Unity of 
the Catholick Church. 

He that obſerves any of his people to be XXXII. 
zealous, let him be caretull ro conduGt that | 
zeal into ſuch channels where there is leaſt 
danger ofinconveniency ; let him employ ir 
in ſomething thar is good; ler it be preſ(s'd to 
fight againſt ſin. For Zeal is Iikea Cancer in 
the Breaſt, feed it with good fleſh, or it will 
deyour the Heart. 

Strive to get the love ofthe Congregation, XXXUL. 
but let ir not degenerate into popularity. 
- + Cauſe 


-— ——- — 


XXXIV. 


XXXV. 


XXXVI. 


(72) 
Cauſe them'to love you and revere you; -to 
love wich Religion, not for your compliance , 
for the good you do them, . not for that you 
pleaſerhem. Get their love by doing your du- 
ry, but not by omitting or ſpoiling any part 
ofit : Ever remembring the ſevere words of 
our blefled Saviour, Wo be to you when all men 
ſpeak well of you. 

Suffer not the common people to prattle 
about Religion and queſtions; but to ſpeak 
liccle, to be ſwitcto hear, and flow to ſpeak, 
that they lcarn to do good works for neceſſa- 
ry uſes, that they work with their hands, that 

they may have wherewithall ro give to 
them that need; that they ſtudy to 
quiet, and learn to do their own bufi- 
neſs. - 

Let every Miniſter take care that he call 
upon his Charge, that they order them- 
ſelves ſo, that they leave no void ſpaces 
of their time, but that every part of it be 
filled with uſefull or innocent imploy- 
ment. For where there 1s a ſpace without 
buſineſs, that ſpace is the proper time for 
danger and temptation; and no man is more 
miſerable than he that knows not how to 
ſpend histime. | 

Fear no mans perſon in the doing of your 


duty 


(13) 
duty wiſely, and according to the Laws: re- 
membring alwayes that a ſervant of God can 
no more be hurt by all the powers of wicked- 
neſs, than by the noiſeot a Flies wing, or the 
chirping of a Sparrow. Brethren, do well for 
your ſelves: do well for your ſelves as longas 
ou have time; you. know not. how ſoon 
death will come. | 


Entertain no perſons into your Aſſemblies XxXxV1L 


from other Pariſhes, unleſs upon great occa- 
ſion, or in the deſtitution of a Miniſter, or by 
contingency and leldome; viſits, or with 
leave : leſt the labour- of thy brother be 
diſcouraged, and thy ſelfe be rhought 
to preach Chriſt out of envy,and not.of good. 


W1ll. 


Never appeal to the judgement of thepeo-xxxv1p. 


ple in matters of controvyerſte; teach them 
obedience, not arrogancy ; 'teach them 
to be humble, not cfafry. For without the; 
aid of falſe guides, you will find ſome of them: 
ofthemſelves apr enough to berroubleſome : - 
and a queſtion; put into their beads,” and: a 
power of judgirig into their, hands, is a put-' 
ting itto their choice wherher--you ſhall be 
troubled by them this, week ox the next; for, 
much longer you canvox eſcape. 


; Let no Miniſter of a Pariſh introduce XXXIX 


— 


(14) 


avy Ceremony, Rites or Geſtures, though 


with ſome ſeeming Piety and Devotion, but 
what are commanded by the Church, and 
eſtabliſhed by Law : and let theſe alſo be 
wiſely and uſefully explicated to the people, 


that they may underſtand the reaſons and 


.. meaſures of obedience; but let there be no 


«IL. 


XLI. 


XLII. 


more inttoduc'd, leſt the people be burdened 


. unneceſſarily; and tempted or divided. 


[CT 


IV. Rules and Advices concerning Preaching. 


| LE: every Miniſter be diligent in preaching 


the Word of God, according to theability 
that God gives him; ever remembring that 
ro miniſter Gods Word unto 'the People is 
the one half of his great Officeand Employ- 

ment. 
 Letever Miniſter be carefull that what he 
delivers be indeed the Word of God: that 
his Sermon be anſwerable to the Text; for 
this is Gods Word, the other ought to be ac- 
cordingto it; that although'in it ſelf it be 
bat the word of Man,” yet by the purpoſe, 
cruth, and ſignification of it, it may ina ſe- 
condary ſenſ be the Word of God. | | 
Do not ſpend your*Sermons'in generall 
and indefinitethings, as ih Exhorrations ve 
c 
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(15) 

the people to get Chriſt, to be united to 
Chriſt, and things of the like unlimited fignt- 
fication ; but tell them in every duty, whar 
are the meaſures, what circumſtances, what 
inſkruments, and what is the particular mi- 
nute meaning of every general Advice. For 
Generals not explicated do but fill the peo- 
ples heads with empty notions, and their 
mouths with perperual unintelligible talk : 
but their hearts remain empty,and-theraſelves 
are not edified. 


Ler not the humours and inclinations of XLIIE 


the people be the meaſuresof your Doctrines, 

bur let your Doctrines be the meaſure of 
their perſwaſions. Let chem know from you 
what they ought to do ; but if you tearn-from 
them whar you 0119n7 to reach, you will give 
but a very il} account at the day of Judge- 
ment, of the ſouls commicted ro you. He 
that receives from the people what he ſhall 
reach them, is like a Nurſe that asks of her 
Child what Phylſick ſhe ſhall give him. 


Every Miniſter in. reproots of fra and fin- XLIY.. 


ners, ought to concerns himſelf in the faults 
of them chat are preſent, but not of the ab- 
ſent; nor in reproofe of the times; for 
this can ſerveno end but of Faction and Se- 
dition, publick Murmur and private Diſcon- 
C tent: z. 


XLV. 


XLVI. 


XLVII. 


(16) 
tent; deſides this, it does nothing but amuſe 
the people in the faulrs of others, teachin 


them to revile their Bertters, and negle& the 


dangers of their own ſouls. 

As it looks like flatrery and deſign to 
preach nothing before Magiſtrates but the 
duty of their people and their own eminen- 
cy; fo it is the beginning of Muriny to 
preach to the people the duty of their Superi- 
ours and Supreme; it can neither come from 
a good Principle, nor tend to a good End. 
Every Miniſter ought to preach to his Pariſh, 
and urge their duty : S. John the Baptiſt cold 
the Souldiers what the Souldiers ſhould do, 
but croubled not their heads with what was 
the duty of the Seribes and Phariſees. 

In the reproof of fins ve 2s particular as 
you pleaſe, and ſpare no mans {in, but meddle 
with no mans perſon; neither ' name any 
man, nor {1gnifte him, neicher reproach him, 
nor make himto be ſuſpe&ted; he that doth 
otherwiſe makes his Sermon to bea- Libel, 
and the Miniſtry of Repentance an inſtru- 
ment of Revenge; and fo doing he ſhall exa- 
ſperate theman, but never amend the ſinner. 

Let the buſineſs of your Sermons be to 
preach holy Lite, Obedience, Peace, Love 
among neighbours, hearty loye, to liveasche 


old 


7) 
old Chriſtians did, and the new ſhould; to do 
hurt to noman, to ido good to every man : 
For in theſe chings the honour of God con- 
ſiſts, and the Kingdom of the Lord Jelus. 


. Preſsthoſe Graces moſt thar do moſt good, XLVIIL 


and make the leaſt noiſe; ſuch as giving pri- 
vately and forgiving publickly, and prelctibe 
the grace of Charity by all the meaſures of it 
which are given by the Apoſtle, 1 Cor.13. For 
. this grace is nor finiſhed by good words, nor. 
yet by good works, but it isa great building ; 
and many niaterials gato the {iructure of ic. 

Itis worth your ſtudy, for it 1s the falklling 


of the Commandements. 


Becauſe it is impeſsible that Charity ſhould XLIX. 


live, unleſs the luſt of the rongue be mortifi- 
ed, letevery Miniſter in his charge be fre- 
quent and ſeverc againlt flanderers,detrators 
and backbiters.; for the Crime of backbiting 
is the poyſon of Charity;and yer ſo common, 
that it is paſs'd into a Proverb ; After a good 
dinner let us fit down and backbite our neighbours. 
Let every Miniſter becaretul to oblerve,and 
vehement in reprovingthoſe faults of hisPari- 
ſhioners, of which the Lawes cannor, or do 

not rake cognizance., ſuchas are many de- 
grees of intemperate.drinkings, gluttony, rio- 
tous. living-, expences. above their ability, 
C2 pride, 


LII. 


(18) 
pride, bragging, lying in ordinary 'converſa- 
tion, covetoulneſs, peeviſhneſs, and haſty an- 
ger, and ſuch like. For the Word of God ſear- 
ches deeper then the Laws of men; and man 
things will be hard to prove by the meaſures 
of Courts,which are caſte enough to be obſer- 
ved by the watchful and diligent eye and ear 
of the Guideof Souls. 

In your Sermons to the people,ofcen ſpeak 
of the fourlaſt things, of Death and Judge- 
ment, Heaven and Hell : of the Life and 
Death of Jeſus Chriſt, oi Gods Mercy to re- 
penting ſinners, and his Severity againſt che 
impenitent; of the formable Examples of 
Gods anger pour'd forth upon Rebels, Sacri- 
legious,oppreſſors of Widows and Orphanes, 
and all perſons guilty of crying Sins: Theſe 
are uſctul, ſafe and profitable ; but neverrun 
into Extravagancies and Curioficies,nor trou- 
ble your ſelves or them with myſterious Se- 
crets; forthere is morelaid before you than 
you can underſtand ; and the whole duty of 


' manis, To fear God and keep his commandements. 


Speak but very litcle of the ſecret and high 
things of God, but as much as you can of the 
lowneſs and humility of Chriſt. gs 
Be not haſty in pronouncing damnation 
againſt any man or farty in a matter of diſ- 
putation. 


(19) 
putation. Ir is enough that you reprove an 
Errour; but what ſhall be the ſentence a- 
oainſt it atthe day of Judgemenc,thou know- 
eſt not, and therefore pray for the erring per- 


ſon, and reprove him, but leave the ſentence 


co his Judge. - 

Ler your Sermons teach the duty of all 
ſtates of men to whom you ſpeak; and par- 
ticularly take care of Servants and Hirelings', 


LIL, 


Merchants and Tradeſmen, that they be not 


unskilful, nor unadmoniſhed in their reſpe- 
Riveduties; andin all chings ſpeak uſefully 
and affectionately; for by this means you 
will provide for all mens needs, both for them 
that ſin by reaſon of their little underſtand- 
ing, and them that fin becauſe they haveevil, 
dull, or depraved affections. = Þ 

In your Sermons and Diſcourſesof Reli- 
gion, uſe primitive, known and accuſtomed 
words, and affect not new Phantaſtical or 
Schiſmaricalterms: Let the Sunday Feſtival 
be called the Lords day ;and pretend no fears 


from the common ule of words amoneſt. 


Chriſtians. For they that makea. buſineſs of 
the words of common uſe, and reform Reli- 
gion by introducing a _new word, intend to 
makea change but no amendment, they ſpend 


themſelves 1a trifles, ike the barren turf that 
- GE 


LIV. - 


: 


ſends forth no medicinable herbs, but ſtore of 


 Muſhromes ; and they givea demonſtration 


that they are either imperrinent people, or 
elſe of a querulous nature; and that they are 
ready to diſturb the Church, if they could 
find occaſ1on. | 
Let every Miniſter in his charge, as much 
as he can, endeavour to deſtroy all popular 
errors and evil principles taken up by his peo- 
e,or others with whom they converſe; eſpe- 
cially choſe that directly oppole the indiſpen- 
fable neceſsity ofa holy life : let him endea- 
your to underſtand in what true and uſeful 
ſenſe Chriſts active obedience is imputed to 
us; lethim make his people fear the defer- 
ring of their Repenrance, and purting it off ro 
their death-bed ; lethim explicate the nature 
of Faith, ſo.that ic be an active and quickning 
principle of Charity ; let him, as muchas he 
may, take from them all confidencies thar 
flacken their obedience and diligence; let 
him teach them to impute all their ſins.to 
their own follies and evil choice, and fo build 
them up ina moſt holy faith toa holy life ; 
ever remembring that in all ages it hath been 
the greateſt artifice of Satan ro hinder the 
increaſe of Chrifts Kingdome, by deſtroying 
thoſe things in which it does conhift, viz. 
Y tao onus Pies. 


(21) 
Peace and Righteouſneſs, Holineſs and Mor- 
tification. 

Every Miniſter ought to be careful that he 
never expound Scriptures in publick contra- 

to the known ſenſe of the Catholick 
Church, and particularly of the. Churches of 
England and Ireland, nor introduce any Do- 
Etrine againſt any of the four firſt General 
Councils; for theſe, as they are meaſures of 
rruth, ſo alſoof neceſsity; that 1s, as they are 
ſafe, ſo they are ſufficient ; and beſides what 
Is caught by thele, no matter of beliefis ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation. 

Ler no Preacher bring before the people in 
his Sermons or Diſcourſes, the Arguments of 
great and dangerous Hereſi es, though with a 
purpoſeto confute them; for they will mach 
eaſter retain the Objection than underſtand 
the Anſwer. 

Let not the Preacher make an Article of 
Faith tobe a matcer of diſpute; bur reach it 
with plainneſs and ſimplicity, and confirm it 
with caſte arguments and plain words of 
Scripture, but withour objeCtion, let them 
be taughr to believe, bur not to argue, leſt if 
thearguments meet with a (crupulous perſon, 
it rather ſhake the foundation by curious in- 
quiry,than eſtabliſh ic by arguments too —_ 

cc 


LVI. 


Iv. 


LVIIt, 


LIX. 


LXI. 


(12) 
:/> Let the Preacher be careful that inhis Ser- 
mons he uſe no light, immodeſt or ridiculous 


expreſsions, but what is wiſe, grave, uſefull 


and for edification; that when the Preacher 
brings truth and gravity, the people may at- 
tend with fear and reverence. 

Let noPreacher envy any man that hath a 
greater audience, or more fame in Preaching 
than himſelf, lechim not detract from him 
or leſſen his reputation direly or indire&ly: 
for he that cannot be even with his brother 
but by pulling him dowa, is but a dwarf ſtill, 


and no man 1s the better for making his bro- 


. therwarſe. In all things defire that Chriſt's 


Kingdom may beadvanc'd; and rejoice that 
he is ſerved, whoever be the Miniſter ; that 
if you cannot have the fame of a great Prea- 
cher, yet you may have the reward of being a 
good man; but it is hard to mils both. 

Let every Preacher in his Pariſh take care 
to explicate tothe peoplethe Myſteries.of the 
great Feſtivals, as of Chriſtmas, Eaſter, Aſ- 
cenſion day, Whitſunday, Trinity Sunday, the 
Annuntiation of the bleſſed Virgin Mary; be- 
cauſe theſe Feaſts containing in them the 
great Fundamentals of. our Faith, will with 
molt advantage convey the myſteries tothe 


people, and fix them in their memories, by 
| the 


.* (3) 


the ſolemnity and circumſtances of the day. 


In all your Sermons'and Diſcourfes ſpeak no- LXIL. 


thing of God but what 1s honourable and glori- 
ous ; and impure not to him {uch things, the con- 
ſ:quents of which a wiſe and fgood man will not 
own: never ſuppoſe him to be author of ſin, or 
the procurer ofour damnation. For God cannot be 
tempted, neither tempteth he any man, God is true, and 
every man a lyar. 


Let no Preacher compare one Ordinance with LXLII, 


another ; as Prayer with Preaching, to the diſpa- 
paragement ofeither ; but uſe both in their pro- 
per ſcaſons, and according to appointed Order. 


Let no man preach for the praiſe of men; but LX1Y, 


if you meet it, inſtantly watch and ſtand upon 
your guard, and pray againſt your own vanity ; 
and by anexprels act of acknowledgement and 
adoration return the praiſe to God. Remember 
chat Heyod was for the omilsion of this ſmitten by 
an Ange); and do thou tremble, ſearing leſt the 
judgement of God be otherwiſethan the ſentence 
of the people. 


po" 
——————— 


Y. Rules and Advices concerning Catechiſme, 


FÞ\Vey Miniſter is bound upon every Lords day | xy. 
before Evening Prayer, to inſtruct all young 
people in the Creed, the Lords Prayer, the,Ten 
: D | | Com- 


XVI. 


LXVII. 


 LXVIIL 


ec all the more ignorant, 


(24) 
Cattimandements, and the Dorine of TV, Sacra- 

ments, as they are ſer down and explicated in the 
Church Carechiſm. 

Leta Bell be tolled when the Catechiſing is to 
begin, that all who deſire ic may bepreſenc; bur. 
and uninſtruged 
part of the people, whether they be old or young, 
be requir'd tobe preſent : thatno perſon in your 
Pariſhes be ignorant in the foundations of Religi-_ 
on: ever remembring, that if in theſe things they 
be unskilful, whatever is taught beſides, is like a 
houſe builr upon the (and. 

Let every Miniſter teach his people the uſe, 
practiſe, methods and benefits of meditation or 
mental prayer. Let them draw out for them helps 
and ryles for their aſsiſtance in it; and furniſh 
them with materials, concerning "the life and 
death ofthe ever bleſſed Jeſus, che greatneſs of 
God, our own meannels, the dreadful found of the 
laſt Trumpet, the infinite event of the two laſt 
ſentences at doom(day : ler them be taught to 


conſider what they have been, what they are, and 
whart they ſhall be; and above all things, what are_ 
the iſſues of eternity ; olories never to ceaſe, pains 
never to be ended. 
Ler every Miniſter exhort his peopleto a {re- 
uent confefsion of their ſins, and a declaration of 
the ſtate of thetr Souls ; 


ro a converſation with 
their 


pans 
cheir Miniſter in ſpiritual things, to,.an,enquiry; 
coticerhing all the parts of their dury:: for. by. 
preaching, and catechiſi Ing, and private enter-" 
courſe, all the needs of Souls can beſt be (ery d; 

but by preaching alone they cannot. / . 1;09d 


Lecthe people be exhorted to keep ating o days, LXIS. 


and the feaſts ofthe Church; according to their . 
reſpective capacities ; ſoir be done without. bur. 
chen to them, and without becoming a; \nare;; 
that is, that upon the account of Religion, and. 
holy deſires to pleaſe God, they ſpend ſome time. | 
inReligion, belides the Lords-day : but; be, very. , 
careful thar the Lords-day be kept Religioully, 
according tothe ſevereſt meaſures of the Church, 
and the commands of Authority : ever remem- 
bring that as they give but little Teſtimony of 
Repenrance and Mortification, who never Pat 
ſo they give bur {mall evidence of their joy in God 
and Religion, who are unwilling ſolemnly to 
partake of che Publick and Religious Joys of the 
Chriſtian Church. 


Lec every | Miniſter be diligent in exhorting all LXX, 


Parents and Maſters to at | cheir Children and 
Servantsto the Biſhop at the Viltcacion,or other 
ſolemn times of his coming to them, that they 
may be confirm'd : And let him alſo take care 
that all young perſons may by underitanding the 
Principles of Religion, their vow of Baptiſm, the 

T F- excel- 


> OC I (26) 

exceliency . of Chriſtian Religion, the neceſciry 
and advantages of it, and of living according to ir, 
be fitted and diſpoſed, and accordingly by them 
preſented to the Biſhop, that he may pray over 
them, and invocate the holy Spirit, and miniſter 
che holy Rite of Confirmation. 


OE —— rr —_ _ 


1 VI. Rales and Advices concernmg the Viſitation 


EXXI, FE Very Miniſter ought to be careful in viſiting 
"allthe Sickand Afflicted perſons of his Pa- 
rifh : everremembring, that as the Prieſts lips are 
ro preſerve knowledge, 1o it is his duty to miniſter 
2 word of comfort in the time of need. 

EXXIT. A Miniſter muſt not itay cill he be ſenc for, but 
of his own accord and care togo to them, to exa- 
mine them, to exhort them to perfect their repen- 
rance, to {trengthen their fairh, to encourage their 

patience, to per{wade them to reſignation, to the 
renewing of their holy vows, to the love of God, 
to be reconcil'd to their neighbours, to make re- 
ftitution and amends, to confels their fins, ro (er- 
tle their eſtate, to provide for their charges, todo 
acts of piety and charity; and above all things, 
that they take care they do not fin rowards the 


2nd of their lives, For it repentance on our death- 
| _. bed 


(35). 
bed ſeem ſo very late for theſins of our life; whar 
time ſhall beleft rorepent us of the fins we comms 
mit on our death-bed ? 
When you comfort the afflicted, ecidoipand to L.XXIIL 
bringthem tothe true love of God ; tor he that 
ſerves God for Gods lake, it is almoſt impoible 
he ſhould be opprefled with ſorrow. 

In anſwering the caſes of conicience of the ſick LXXIV, 
or afflicted people, conſider not who asks, but | 
what heasks; and conſult in youranſwers more 
with the eſtate of his ſoul, than the convenien 
of his eſtate; for no artery is ſo fatal as that of 
the Phyſician or the Divine. 

[fthe ſick perſon enquires concerningthe fifial LXXY. 
eſtate of his foul, heis to be reprov'd rather than 
anſwer'd; only he isto be called upon to finiſh his 
duty, to do all the g00d he can in that ſeaſon, to 
pray for pardon and acceprance; bur you have 
nothing rodo to meddle with paſing fhnal ſen- 
rences ; ” neither caſt him down in deſpair, nor 
raile kim up to vain and unreaſonable confiden- 
ces. Bur rake care that he be-not careleſly dif 
milſs'd. 

In order totheſeand many other good purpo- LAXVI. | 
ſes, every Miniſter ought frequently ro converſe ; 
with his Pariſhioners, to go to their houſes, but 
alwayes publickly, with witneſs, and with pru- 
dence, leſt what 1s charitably intended be {canda- 


mh loully 


— | 
louſly reported : and inall}your' converſation be 
ſure.to give good: example. and-upon.all-occafi-: 


ABA 


ons. t9.give good counſel. ...: ,.. 
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Vl, Of miniſtrins the Sacraments, publick Prayers, 
and other duties of Miniſters. 


LXXVII EVery Minſter is oblig'd publickly or privately 
" to read the Common Prayers every: day in the 
week, at Morning and Evening; and in great 
Towns and populous places conveniently inha- 
bited, it muſt be read in Churches, that che dai- 
ly ſacrifice of Prayer and Thankſgiving may never 
ccaſc. 

LXX&VIII, The Miniſter is to inſtruct the people, thar the 
Baptiſm of their children ought-not to be ordina- 
rily deferr'd. longer than till the next: Sunday after 
the birth ofthe child; leſt. importune and unne- 
ceſlary delay, occaſion that the child die before ir 
1s dedicated to the ſervice of Godand the Religion 
of the Lord Jeſus, betore ic be born again, admit- 
ted to the Promiſes of the Goſpel, and reckon'd in 

| the account of the ſecond Adam. 

LEXIX, Let every Miniſter exhort and preſs the peo- 
ple toa ceyout and periodical communion,atthe 
leaſt three times in the year, at the great Feſtivals : 
but the devourer ſort, and they who have leiſure, 
are 


. fr % 
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5815 (29 ) 10431 
areto whe elaine to'a aſregiane Committil6h : "and 
lec it be given and received with great roverence.” --- 
Every Miniſter ought to be well skill'd and ſtu- LXXX. 
died in ſaying his Office, in the Rubricks, the Ca- 
nons,the Articles,and the Homilies ofthe Church, 
that he may do his duty readily, diſcreetly,gravely, 
and by the publick meaſures of the Laws. To 
which allo ir is very uſefull that it be added, that: 
every Miniſter ſtudy the ancient Canons of the 
Church, eſpecially the Penitentialsof the Eaſtern 
and Weſtern Churches : let him read good 
— ſuch as are approved by publick authori- ' 
: ſuch which are uſetul, wiſe and holy; not 
x. (criblings of unlearned parties, but of men 
learned, 'pious, obedient and dif ntereſted ; and 
amongſt theſe, ſuch' eſpecially which deſcribe 
duty and good life, which miniſter to Faith and 
Charity, to Piery and Devotion; Caſes of Con- 
fcience, and ſolid expoſitions of Scripture. Con- 
cerning which learned and wiſe .perſons are to be 
conlulred. 
Let nota Curate of Souls trouble himſelf with LXXXE 
any ſtudies, but ſuch which concern his own or his 
peoples duty ; ſuch 'as may enable him to ſpeak 
well, and todo well, bur ro meddle not with con- 
croverſies but ſuch by which he may be enabled to 
convince the gainſayers in things that concern 


publick Peace and a good lite. 


Be 


a— . <4 


(39) 

LXXXII | Becardul i in-all the ublick adminſrations of 
your pariſb, that che poor be provided for. Think 
2t-no\ſhame- to beg tor Chriſts poor members ; 
ſic up the people to: liberal alms by your word 
and-your example. Let a colle&ion be made evye- 
ry Lords day,andupon all lolemn meectipgs;and at 
evety. Communion; : and let: the Colleftion be 
wiſely and. pionily adminiftred: ever rermem- 
bring, that at che day of; Judgement nothing ſhall 
publickly be proclaimed, bur the reward of alms 
and mercy.: * 

LXXXIlII - Letevery Miniſter be ſureto lay upa treaſure 

| ofcomforts and advices, to: bring forth for eve 

mans need 1n the dayot his crouble ;: lec 'him ſta- 
dy and heap rogether Inſtruments and Advices for 
the promoting of every virtue, and remedies and 
arguments againſt every vice; let him teach his 
people to makeadts of virtue not onely by -exter- 
nal exerciſe, bur allo/in the way of Dfayer and in- 
cernal meditation. 


In theſe and all things elſe 'that concern the 
Miniſters duty, tthere be difhculcy you are to re- 
pair to your Biſhop for further advice, aſsiſtance 
and information. 


FINIS. 


